Approved For Release 2002/07/31 : CIA-RDP63-00313A000600080138-6 


IBEA-0348 
Cop y /Oo t 10 

15 June 1961 


MSMORAIíDUM FOB : Aeting Chief, Devalopment Frojects Divieion 
SÜBJECT : Bei Rio Stagíags 


1. I met with Kelly Johnson the morning of 15 June to discuss again 
the possiblllty of acquiring by leaae or arraageaent a Jetstar (C-l40) 
alrcraft to move personnel from Sdvards Air Force Base to Laughlin Air 
Force Base ia coanectioa with the long-persistent Cuban requirement . 

2. Wlthout going too far into the matter, Kelly said that the Jet- 
star vas ”out of the question” . I assume, as I had earlier, that there 
are good corporate reosoao for hi» stateoent. I could not see how the 
alrcraft could be hired, evea ia ita proto-type aodels, wlthout an FAA 

I certificate, aad as you know, this is rnoaths sway. In fact, prodnctios 

of the alrcraft at Marietta has not goae beyond the first three or four 
models aow in FM teatj this ls ia order to avoid ataking production mis- 
j takes which would have to be later rectifled. 

j. Kelly sald that the 1649 Conaie would be a coasiderable iaprove- 
ment if we wlsh to use It, aad that acros» the profile from Idwards to Del 
Rio and retura lt caa be operated ia such a vay that it is oaly two hours 
slower than the Jetstar. He vas quick to realize that there are obviou s 
problema conaected with usiag the 1649 on such a sehedule, aad we iadicated 
to him that aside from the security considerations, there were budget con- 
! ceras about operating the alrcraft ia this manner indeflaitely o ver cn 

1,000 mile round trip about oace a wesk* Further discussioa of the 1649 
was therefore dropped. 

4. Kelly then suggested that Headquartere give eoasideration to the 
use of the IFR equipped J*T5 aireraft. He proposed that the alssioa be 
i loaded, briefedj aad laun ched from Edwardg Air For ce Base with mid-courue 

25X1 A refueling possibly out of| |Hoaestead Air Force 

Base, for example . Under this scheme ve might wish to consider eiasply 
prepositioniag a small crew at Del Rio to download the airplane, aad after 
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the mlaslon, rcfuel and returo to Eivarás «rçpty. As ytsu kaow, ve have bin 
cut for aaother IFR lastallatlon, and Kelly iadieated that ít ve wish to go 
ahead In order to give ue a tvo-aircraft capability, he could complete lilus 
other IFR installatloa In froas thirty to forty days. 


5. I offer this to you for conaidaratlon and diacusaion with| 
and hia people, «ince I fcoaestly feel at the preeent tia» taere ::s 

" m _ * > . .. . áL. <*_ M -» 1» A.* 


little proapeot of dra&atically improving our air traasport capabillty 
betvean Edwarda and Sei Rio. I voulà ba glad to dlscusa this vith you tf 
you cee fit. 


! 


JAMES A. CUNNINGííAM, JR. 
Assistant Chief 
SPD-DD/F 


Dlatrlbution: 

1 * AC/0PB 

2 - A8ST CH/DPD 

3 - BPD/MAT 

4 - C/BPD/BB 

5 - 33PD/S3PB 

6 - EPB/FIN 

7 - EPD/COHT 

8 - SffS/SG 

9 - wD/mm 

10 - »B/RI 

EPB-BB/P : JACunnlnghojn, Jr./mg 
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